
How to Set Up Microsoft Entra ID: A Practical 
Guide for Bay Area SMBs

icrosoft Entra ID is Microsoft’s cloud-based identity and access management solution

that lets businesses manage employees, contractors, and other users from one secure,

centralized platform - no physical server required. It strengthens security, simplifies

onboarding, and enables Single Sign-On (SSO) to improve efficiency.

This guide covers why Entra ID is a smart upgrade, how to set it up on your own, and how IT

Total Care can configure it for maximum security, consistency, and long-term success.
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1. Why Entra ID Matters for Bay Area Businesses

Entra ID goes beyond being just a user directory - it’s the backbone of modern workplace 
security and access control.

Key Advantages:

➢ Centralized Administration: Manage user accounts and permissions from one secure, 

cloud-based platform.

➢ Stronger Security Posture: Easily roll out protections like Multi-Factor Authentication 

(MFA) and Conditional Access to block suspicious activity.

➢ Convenient SSO Access: Allow users to log in once and access multiple business apps 

without re-entering credentials.

➢ Better Oversight for Remote Teams: Grant or remove access in minutes, protecting 

data when employees change roles or leave.

➢ Scalable by Design: Add or adjust accounts and settings as your team and toolset 

grow.

For more information please contact, 
Brendan Duebner |  President |  IT Total Care 
Phone: (650) 425-3910  |  Email: BrendanD@ITtotalCare.com
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2. How to Set Up Entra ID on Your Own

Businesses without an IT partner can still implement Entra ID, though it requires hands-on 
setup and maintenance.

Step 1: Prepare Your Microsoft Environment

➢ Choose a Microsoft 365 subscription that includes Entra ID.

➢ Sign into the Entra portal with administrative rights.

Step 2: Add and Configure Users

➢ Manually create accounts for staff, contractors, and guests.

➢ Assign permissions based on role or department.

Step 3: Enable Security Controls

➢ Turn on MFA for all accounts.

➢ Set Conditional Access policies (e.g., limit sign-ins from certain locations or require 

MFA for risky logins).

Step 4: Join Company Devices

➢ On each Windows device, navigate to Settings > Accounts > Access work or school 

and connect it to Entra ID.

➢ Repeat for all business-owned machines.

Step 5: Apply Settings Manually

Without automation tools, device setup will need to be repeated on each computer:

➢ Create local user profiles.

➢ Enable BitLocker encryption.

➢ Adjust desktop backgrounds and taskbar layouts.

➢ Restrict USB storage access.

Step 6: Maintain and Review Regularly

➢ Periodically review user accounts and permissions.

➢ Keep devices patched and security settings updated.

Challenges with the DIY Method: Manual setup can be slow, error-prone, and 

inconsistent - especially as your workforce expands.

For more information please contact, 
Brendan Duebner |  President |  IT Total Care 
Phone: (650) 425-3910  |  Email: BrendanD@ITtotalCare.com
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3. How IT Total Care Delivers a Better Entra ID Setup

Partnering with IT Total Care means your Entra ID deployment is secure, consistent, and

tailored to your needs.

Our Approach Includes:

➢ Environment Configuration: Set up Entra ID and Microsoft Intune licensing for 

streamlined device management.

➢ Automated Enrollment: Connect all company computers to Entra ID quickly and 

uniformly.

➢ Advanced Security Setup: Implement MFA, Conditional Access, and other proactive 

security features.

➢ Role-Based Policies: Customize access rights and privileges to match your 

organizational structure.

➢ Device Profiles: Automatically apply settings like encryption, branding, and USB 

restrictions to all present and future devices.

➢ SSO Integration: Link Entra ID to other business-critical tools for simplified, secure 

logins.

➢ Continuous Oversight: Monitor security, compliance, and configuration status in real 

time.

For more information please contact, 
Brendan Duebner |  President |  IT Total Care 
Phone: (650) 425-3910  |  Email: brendand@ittotalcare.com
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Bottom Line: Entra ID gives your business the control and visibility needed to manage 

identities securely, simplify IT administration, and better protect your data - especially in 
remote and hybrid environments.

If you want a deployment that’s fast, secure, and built to scale, IT Total Care can take care of 
the full process so your team can stay productive and protected.
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